Urgent Appeal by Civil Society and Faith Organisations

Kachin and Shan States, 20 December 2016

As leaders of civil society and faith organisations in the Kachin and Shan States, we
call upon the National League for Democracy government to take immediate action to halt
military offensives, protect the lives of internally-displaced persons and local citizens whose
lives are at extreme threat, and prioritize the achievement of nationwide peace that it
promised upon taking office. At a time when all the people seek peace, the national armed
forces, known as the Tatmadaw, continue to pursue different policies in the northeast of the
country, furthering displacement and the suffering of local communities. This is not what the
people desired or expected when the National League for Democracy was voted into office by
popular mandate last year.

The situation is now especially perilous for internally-displaced persons (IDPs) in the
Kachin State. In modern warfare, civilians are often the main casualties in conflict. Despite
peace talks and the promises of a nationwide ceasefire, the Tatmadaw has continued military
operations against the Gidon post of the Kachin Independence Organisations for several
months. During the past days, the fighting has seriously escalated, with the national armed
forces launching repeated attacks, including airstrikes and heavy artillery. The offensive is
affecting civilian areas, with shells landing near IDPs and traumatizing those in the Mung Lai
Hkyet (WoiChyai) camp.They have nowhere left to flee except to Laiza, with only China
beyond where more IDPs and civilians recently sought sanctuary. The recent aerial
bombardments in Mung Gu, Northern Shan state, had seen significant civilian casualties,
serious damage to the local livelihood, public buildings and civilian properties, as well as mass
displacements.

Amidst such suffering, the people are asking if this is really the policy of the National

League for Democracy government? The silence from the government and international



community has been deafening. Just three months ago, hopes had been high after the Union
Peace Conference, known as the “21st Century Panglong”. But since this time, military
operations have increased, and despair is growing among ethnic nationality peoples in many
parts of the country.

We therefore call, as a matter of national priority, for an immediate halt to military
offensives and for State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to visit the IDP communities in
Kachin State and Northern Shan State to see for herself the grave conditions under which
they live. It is the duty of the government to protect the lives and rights of all peoples. The
humanitarian crisis is now urgent, and hopes for the achievement of nationwide peace under
the present government are diminishing.

We also call for urgent international attention and relief. During the past five years, the
international peace industry has neglected the deteriorating crisis in northeast Myanmar while
concentrating on peace initiatives elsewhere. This has been a major error and fails to
understand the political crisis in our country. Peace and democracy will not be established

until they are inclusive and the rights of all peoples are respected equally.

For contact, please call:
1. Fr. Thomas Htang Shan Mong, National Director, Justice and Peace Commission,

Catholic Bishop Conference Myanmar (CBCM) thomas22ph@gmail.com 09797795155

2. Saw Min Naing, Metta Development Foundation, saw.min.naing@metta-myanmar.org

095198822
3. May Sabe Phyu, Coordinator, Kachin Women Peace Network,

maysabephyu@gmail.com, 09778875859

4. Khon Ja, Coordinator, Kachin Peace Network, khonja2014@gmail.com, 09425288899




Organisations endorsed:

Ah Linn Thit (82008:200)

spakan New Generation (3¢ cpcud§jpe0n5000)

Bamaw CSOs Network

Bilu Buddhis Youth

Bridging Rural Integrated Development and Grassroots Empowerment (BRIDGE)
Chin Youth Network (CYN)

Civil Health and Development Network(Karenni S tate)

Civil Society Forum for Peace CSFoP
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Community Work for Kachin

—
o

Community Youth Center
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Danu Development (Tgi)
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Danu Youth Group (egcpcoS=egd)
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Democracy for Ethnic Minorities Organisation (DEMO) 6qoga58:c06: comnE[o3(g.!

Democratic Education Corner — DEC
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Ethinic Youth Conference
Ethnic sffairs Institute ( Esd)

Ethnic Youths Development Center (EYDC)
Farmer Union (Kyaukse )
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Farmers and Landworkers Union (Myanmar)
Farmers Network Kutkai
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Freethinkers
Future Green (IDPs Youth Network)

Gaia Sustainable Management Institute
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Genuine People's Servants

N
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Green Rights Organization (Shan State)
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Green Rights Organization (Shan State)

N
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GYG 3288:eepCapcudyp:ang,
Htee Chaint Network (o3:§og&wond)
Htee Chaint Sanpya Funeral Service sssociation (aB:§¢é[gapcodsnagionpdasanots)
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Htoi Gender and Development Organisation
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Human Rights Defenders and Prompters — HRDP
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INSTITUTE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES (MAI JA YANG)

Islam Ta Khun — Bamaw 3590060598( 0§:665(g)

Justice and Peace Commission (CBCM)

Kachin sssociation Victoria, sustralia

Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC)

Kachin Canadian sssociation

Kachin National Youth Network

Kachin Peace Network

Kachin Women Peace Network

Kachin Youth Organisation

Kanbawza Youth Library (003co&s 8§08:q01 [4pds0584e3a8: com[o3{g).)
Kandarawaddy Youth(KDY)

Kann Let Myitta (008:co0deegyl o/ Jop! 206[qaod:agedl 066ag:qda05 comE[¥{,)
Karen River Watch

Karenni Earth-right asztion Network ( KEsN)

Karenni Ever Green

Karenni National People Liberation Force (Youth) oogE&[godapdjpadcidlypdonngodeleo
Karenni National Progressive Party (Youth)

Karenni National Youth

Karenni State Farmer pnion (02§E&[godeomEapruudoowigpaong)

Karenni State Peace Monitoring Network

Karenni Women Organization

Karuna Let Myar — Meikhtilar (ogamaoodgp: 8g3am)

Karuna Mission Social Solidality —Loikaw

Karuna Mission Social Solidarity (KMSS),

Kayah Baptist @ssociation- Christian Social Service and Development Department
Kayah Phu Baptist sssociation- Christian Social Service Development sssociation
Kayah State Student pnion

Kayah State Youth Network

Kayan Local Development Organisation (mw$:czswc\?ci§[§|:czqssg§)

Kayan New Generation Youth

Kayan Women Organization
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Keinara Rural Social Development Organisation (c3gepeoqpaoodcnadeesisad)
KESEAN
KNPLF-Youth onq&&8[gobapdjeediC:dgodopngodelgpadeq:ondde-cpced (KNPLF-youth)
Kuki Affairs Council (KAC)
Kun Chan Gone Network cR&s§op§:0p50005 - §jfgCeA 2E(e§[03k) 09420161136
Kutkai Region Farmer Network (0go58€esa0eomEopmgsnunnd)
Lahu Development Network (o3C:0))
Law Home (Kayah)
LEO Kutkai
Level Up Academy
LIAN Technical Support Group (Loikaw, Karenni Sate)
Linn Let Kyal Pwint Women League (co€:coa5(mqudgEA §ood:ifkesoncA )
Local Development Network
Mali Ingra Volunteers Group
Mandalay affairs team
Mandalay Community Center
Mawchi Region Development Network (eeb§ses00g[§zeqgnpsoond)
Mawduklarmae Social Development Association
May Myo Farmer Network (co[gjeomEopm§oond)
Metta Development Foundation (Metta),
Mingalar Foundation 6000 eenles:qls
Mon Women Network (MWN)
Mong Pan Youth Group (8E:0§0pcedA §)
Mungmau Kachin Baptist Association ($:6e20500mgi€sd[gE:A aoseondyp:A 3,)
Myanmar Alliance for Transparency & Accountability (MATA) Mandalay Working Group
Myanmar People Alliance (Shan)
Myanmar-China Pipeline Watch Committee
Nant Khone Shan Parahita Association ($64:q8:qp: 0gu3o0A 00&s)
Naushawng Education Network
New Generation (Shan) §ze005006 (g&:{gd)
NINGTAWN, Kachin Education Support Group
NSS Buddhist Youth
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Nyein (Shalom) Foundation
Our Lovely World, 22605 G§) ocfanzcod:o901 [gp5e0502001 comE[oBs(gi
Pay Set Ah Lin Tann (¢0:00A cosongs)
Peace & Open Society (Kyaukse)
Pyin Oo Lwin Farmers Network ce[g§jeomEapmpuond
Research and Translation Consultancy Cluster
Rural Development Agency
Sea Lovers
Sein Lann Pyin Oo Lwin (8&:c084gE8:gt)
Shan State Kachin Baptist Association (§&¢gpSs0S0nqiEs0[gE:eqdumn§A c0Ese000gpeA |
Shan State Kachin National Network
Shan State Peace Task Force
Shan Youth (Yangon) ogjéscpcadeenCecdypA GA 000 (§8m8)
Shingnip Legal Aid Network
Sittaung Than Sin Social Network (086020E:05090p60R50005)
Southern Shan State Youth Network
Southern Shan Women Network g:6omEA §good:A Zgpiagsooad
Summer Shelter Library (egA §6 @[03050305)
Swe Tha Har Organisation
Taang Students and Youth Union 00A 2&eoqpEsamisCapcudypeA § (TSYU)
Taang Women's Organization (o0A 2&:A §jgoo&:A § A 0pd:)
Taunggyi Education Network (oo &[05:0paneeapsaond)
Taunggyi Youth Center, A 05 |6 ogoencods A eq .oColi
The Seagull Human Right, Peace and Development
Union Karenni State Youth
Women and Peace Action Network (Shan)
Women For Women Foundation
Women'’s Initiatives Platform (WIP) A §jz008:eq,6800Cq504:
Wunpawng Ninghtoi (WPN)
Yangon Kachin Baptist Youth (YJH Youth)
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Kareng Hkawn Nu
Nang Raw Zahkung
Htu Ing La Awn
Bawk Hkawn

Kaw Mai

Hkawn Ra

Lu Nan - Myitkyina
Hka Dau

Shadan Seng Raw
Aye Aye Myo Set
Lway Myat Noe
May Li Lahkang
Mung Dan Nwawn
Nang Bawk
Hkamai Ja Awng
Regina Ah Tawm
B Esther Ze Naw

Yangon
Yangon
Yangon
Kutkai
Yangon
Yangon
Myitkyina
Myitkyina
Yangon
Yangon
Yangon
Naung Cho
Myitkyina
Myitkyina
Myitkyina
Myitkyina
Yangon

CSO
CSO
Activist
CSO
CSO
CSO
CSO
CSO
CSO
Business
CsO
Business
Business
CsO
Business
NA
Activist



