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Tom Kramer (1968) is a political scientist and with over 15-years of working experience 
on Burma and its border regions, which he has visited regularly since 1993. As of 2003 
he works as a researcher for TNI’s Drugs & Democracy Programme on Burma. Since 
2005 work has expanded to cover Burma’s neighboring countries Thailand, Laos, 
China’s Yunnan province and North-east India. Work focuses on developing a better 
understanding of the drugs market in the region as a whole (instead of just country-
specific studies) and the relationship between production and consumption, and on the 
issue of alternative development (AD). The project has created a regional network of 
local researchers, and it also carrying out advocacy towards policy makers in the region 
for more sustainable and human drug policies. Since 2005 he also works on 
Afghanistan, where the focus is on relationship between drugs & conflict, and 
involvement of western security forces in counter narcotic activities. Apart from his work 
for TNI, he is also a writer and free-lance consultant, specializing on ethnic conflict and 
civil society in Burma. He has carried out field research and written reports for a wide 
range of international NGOs, institutes and UN organizations. 
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