IN THE CONTEXT OF FOOD INSECURITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE,
THE GOVERNANCE OF NATURAL RESOURCES REQUIRES ADDRESSING
THE CORE QUESTIONS OF WHO OUGHT TO HAVE WHAT RIGHTS
T0 WHICH RESOURCES, FOR WHAT PURPOSES AND WHO OUGHT
T0 DECIDE FROM A SOCIAL JUSTICE-BASED RATHER THAN
PROFIT MAKING-LED PERSPECTIVE. IT MUST THUS BE PREMISED
UPON A HUMAN RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH THAT RECOGNISES
THAT THE BENEFITS DERIVED FROM NATURAL RESOURCES
CANNOT BE MEASURED PURELY IN ECONOMIC TERMS BUT THAT
VALUES INCLUDING HUMAN DIGNITY, EMPOWERMENT, AND THE
FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL, SOCIAL, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS OF SMALL-SCALE PRODUCERS AND OTHER VULNERABLE
GROUPS MUST BE PUT FIRST.
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FOOD SOVEREIGNTY PROVIDES A REAL SOLUTION TO THE
CURRENT FOOD, LAND AND ENERGY CRISES. IT IS A VISION FOR
TRUE DEMOCRATIC CONTROL OVER NATURAL RESOURCES BY THE
VERY PEOPLE WHOSE LIVELIHOODS DEPEND ON THEM, AND THE
PROTECTION OF BIODIVERSITY AND NATURE. T PUTS SMALL-SCALE
FOOD PRODUCERS AT THE HEART OF DECENTRALIZED, AUTONOMOUS,
LOCAL AND SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS. [T IS FURTHER BASED
ON ENSURING THE RESPECT AND PROTECTION OF EXISTING
LAND ACCESS REGIMES AND THE PROMOTION OF
DEMOCRATIC REDISTRIBUTION OF LAND CONTROL.

HANDS ON THELAND FORFOOD SOVEREIGNTY is 3 collective
campaign by 16 partners, including peasants and social movements,
development and environmental NGO, human rights organisations
and research activists aiming to conduct activities in Europe to raise
awareness on issues related to the use and governance of land, water
and other natural resources and its effects on the realization of the
right to food and food sovereignty. Through evidence-based research
and material, public events and meetings, frainings, education and
advocacy work, the campaign engages EU citizens, media, journalists,
NGO practitioners, social activists, educators, students, politicians,
policy and decision makers to take action for food sovereignty.

EUROPEAN COORDINATION FIAN BELGIUM
VIA CAMPESINA www.fian.be
WWW.eUrovia.org FIAN GERMANY
ECORURALIS www.fian.de

www.ecoruralis.ro FIAN NETHERLANDS

EHNE BIZKAIA (Fuskal Horriko www.fian-nederland.rl

Nekazarien Elkartasuna) FIAN SWEDEN

www .ehnebizkaia.org www.fian.se
CENTRO INTERNAZIONALE 1GO (Instytut globalnej
CROCEVIA denwwcdzw%‘hoscw)
www.croceviaterra.it WWW.igo.org.pl
FDCL (forschungs- und TERRA NUOVA

Dokumentationszentrum www. terranuova.org

Chile-Lateinamerika e.V.)

TRANSNATIONAL INSTITUTE

www.fdcl.org www.thi.org
FIAN INTERNATIONAL VEDEGYLET
www.fian.org www.vedegvlet.hu
FIAN AUSTRIA ZAZEMIATA
www.fian.at www.zazemiata.org
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A joint campaign by TNI, European Coordination Via Campesina, FIAN International,
EHNE Bizkaia, Terra Nuova, Crocevia, FDCL, FIAN Germany, FIAN Belgium, FIAN
Austria, FIAN Netherlands, FIAN Sweden, IGO, Ecoruralis, Za Zemiata and Védegylet
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WWW.HANDSONTHELAND.NET



FOOD, LAND,
WATER AND SEEDS
ARE NOT COMMODITIES

LAND, WATER, SEEDS AND OTHER NATURAL RESOURCES
ARENOT ONLY VITAL FOR THE WORLD'S SMALL-SCALE
FOOD PRODUCERS, THEY FORM PART OF OUR COMMON
HERITAGE, ARE A MATTER OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN
RIGHTS CONCERN, AND ARE AT THE CORE OF ANY VISION
FOR A SUSTAINABLE AND SHARED PLANET.

YET, ACROSS THE NORTH AND SOUTH, SMALL-SCALE FOOD PRODUCERS,
THEIR FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES SEE THEIR ACCESS TO AND CONTROL
OVER THESE RESOURCES THREATENED, LIMITED AND DESTROYED. POWERFUL
ACTORS, WHOSE MAIN CONCERN 1S PROFIT MAKING, ARE INCREASINGLY
CAPTURING AND CONCENTRATING CONTROL OVER NATURAL RESOURCES,
DELIVERING THE BENEFITS OF THEIR USE INTO EVER FEWER HANDS.

THEY DO THIS IN MANY WAYS AND OFTEN IN THE NAME OF “DEVELOPMENT",
“FOOD SECURITY", “ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION", OR THE PRODUCTION
OF “CLEAN ENERGY". FUNDAMENTALLY, THESE ACTORS RESHAPE CAREFULLY
NEGOTIATED AND BALANCED SYSTEMS FOR THE GOVERNANCE OF NATURAL
RESOURCES, GENERALLY AWAY FROM SMALL-SCALE, LABOUR INTENSIVE
USES LIKE PEASANT FARMING, FISHING AND GRAZING FOR HOUSEHOLD
CONSUMPTION AND LOCAL MARKETS TOWARDS A CAPITAL INTENSIVE,
RESOURCE DEPLETING AND EXTRACTIVE MODEL BASED ON INDUSTRIAL
MONOCULTURES, LARGE-SCALE HYDROPOWER AND FUNGIBLE
‘FLEX CROPS’ SUCH AS OIL PALM, CORN, SOYA, AND SUGARCANE

T0 SERVICE METROPOLITAN AREAS AND FOREIGN MARKETS.

AS ARESULT, NATURE 15 MORE AND MORE TREATED AS A COMMODITY
WITH AN INCREASING CORPORATISED GLOBAL FOOD SYSTEM ERODING THE
VERY FOOD PRODUCING SYSTEMS, SUCH AS PEASANT FARMING, FISHING,

AND PASTORALISM WHICH FEED THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE WORLD'S

POPULATION. THIS IS A THREAT TO THE HUMAN RIGHT TO FOOD AND
NUTRITION AND THE FOOD SOVEREIGNTY OF MILLIONS OF COMMUNITIES.

CONNECTING STRUGGLES
THROUGH A COLLECTIVE CAMPAIGN:

THE CAMPAIGN “HANDS ON THE LAND FOR FOOD SOVEREIGNTY" IS A
PAN-EUROPEAN EDUCATION AND AWARENESS RAISING CAMPAIGN WHICH
AIMS TO CONNECT STRUGGLES FOR FOOD SOVEREIGNTY ACROSS THE
GLOBAL NORTH AND SOUTH. THIS REQUIRES PUTTING THE VISIONS AND
ASPIRATIONS OF THOSE AT THE FRONTLINE OF STRUGGLES FOR FOOD
SOVEREIGNTY, WHETHER THEY BE SMALL-SCALE FISHING COMMUNITIES,
PEASANTS, PASTORALISTS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, YOUNG AND PROSPECTIVE
FARMERS, AS WELL AS THE MOST VULNERABLE AND MARGINALISED,
AT THE HEART OF POLICIES WHICH AFFECT THEM. IN THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT,
THIS REQUIRES CHALLENGING THE ROLE THE EU PLAYS WHERE [T FALLS
SHORT AND CHAMPIONING EU POLICIES WHERE THEY SUCCEED.

AS SUCH, OUR CAMPAIGN PLEDGES TO ENGAGE
EU DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION POLICY ON:

“ THE PRESSING PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE
GOVERNANCE OF THE GLOBAL FOOD-LAND-CLIMATE
NEXUS AND THEIR DEVASTATING IMPACTS ON THE WORLD'S
POOREST. THIS INCLUDES SHEDDING LIGHT ON POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES THAT SUPPORT A SYSTEM TREATING FOOD,
LAND, WATER, SEEDS AND NATURE AS MARKET COMMODITIES
INSTEAD OF PROVIDING REAL SOLUTIONS. a

THE BEST PRACTICES AROUND SUSTAINABLE LAND, WATER
AND ENERGY USE, TOGETHER WITH EXAMPLES OF POSITIVE
INVESTMENTS IN AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT,
SUCH AS AGROECOLOGY, WHICH ARE THE KEY TO TRANSI-
TIONING TOWARDS CLIMATE-RESILIENT FOOD SYSTEMS.

APOLICY COHERENCE FOR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
THAT PUTS HUMAN RIGHTS AT THE CORE OF ALL EU
POLICY MAKING, INCLUDING IN TRADE, ENERGY AND
INVESTMENT POLICY, IN ORDER TO PROTECT AND
Q SUPPORT THE RESOURCES WE ALL DEPEND ON.

JOIN'US AND
SUPPORT LAND AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY FOR ALL!

GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO TAKE ACTION:
WWW.HANDSONTHELAND.NET

= DEMAND JUSTICE

TELL YOUR NATIONAL AND EU POLITICIANS VIA OUR
VARIOUS EMAIL CAMPAIGNS THAT YOU TOO WANT EU
DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND POLICIES TO BE
ANCHORED IN A HUMAN RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH.

BE INFORMED ‘a

THANKS TO OUR LATEST ARTICLES, IN-DEPTH REPORTS,
BRIEFS, INFOGRAPHICS, VIDEOS, E-TOOLS, ETC. ABOUT THE
ISSUES AND STRUGGLES IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH AND EUROPE
AROUND THE GOVERNANCE OF LAND, WATER AND OTHER
NATURAL RESOURCES, AND THE ALTERNATIVES THAT EXIST.

ENGAGE AND BECOME INVOLVED

IN OUR UPCOMING TRAININGS, PUBLIC DEBATES, SEMINARS AND
CONFERENCES FROM THE CAMPAIGN AND ALL OUR PARTNERS
AND ALLIES WHERE YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS CRUCIAL!

SHARE THIS INFORMATION \Q

WITH YOUR FRIENDS AND ORGANISATIONS IN YOUR COUNTRY
AND BEYOND IN ORDER TO BECOME INVOLVED IN A GLOBAL
NETWORK FIGHTING FOR LAND AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY.



