Monday, 1st July 2013

To: Members of the European Parliament

Brussels
Dear Member of the European Parliament

 What MEPs should be debating instead of backloading

As you prepare to vote again on the proposal to backload 900 million permits from the EU ETS, over 40 organisations, movements and networks are sending the message that this debate is a distraction from the real policies that are currently determining our energy, and thus, climate policy in the EU. 

Voting for or against the backloading makes no difference to the climate, since the EU ETS has failed to lower structural emissions these past eight years, and is structurally incapable of doing so. Critical attention should instead be put to the decisions being made on EU energy policy and large scale infrastructure that will have a massive impact on the climate. Such decisions will expose EU citizens to bear the cost of unsustainable projects that will lock Europe in fossil fuel and financial markets dependency. 

Harmful policies should be turned around, and replaced with positive regulations that reduce energy consumption, favor participatory processes in decision making and encourage sustainable, decentralised, renewable energy. 

If you are serious about tackling climate change, this is what the plenary should be debating. In comparison to the impact these decisions will have, the backloading vote is a mere distraction.

Please find enclosed a two-page statement with what we believe are genuine measures to tackle climate change. We ask you to consider the arguments outlined in the attached document and we would welcome to meet with you and discuss why we consider the EU ETS as an obstacle to avoiding runaway climate change.
Sincerely,

Aliança RECOs – Redes de Cooperação Comunitária Sem Fronteiras (Brazil), 

ANPED - Northern Alliance for Sustainability,

Asociación Ambiente y Sociedad (Colombia),

Attac Austria,

Attac Castilla y León,

Attac Spain, 

Attac France, 

BiofuelWatch (UK/US),

Both ENDS (The Netherlands),

Carbon Trade Watch,

Centro de Referência do Movimento da Cidadania pelas Águas Florestas e Montanhas Iguaçu Iterei (Brazil),

Climaxi (Belgium),

COECOCEIBA-Amigos de la Tierra Costa Rica, 

Cordillera Peoples Alliance, 

Corner House (UK),

Corporate Europe Observatory,

Counter Balance, 

Durban Centre for Civil Society (South Africa)

ECA Watch Austria, 

Ecologistas en Acción (Spain),

EcoNexus (UK),

EJOLT – Environmental Justice Organisations, Liabilities and Trade network,

FASE (Brazil),

FERN,

Friends of the Earth Australia,

Friends of the Siberian Forests (Russia),

Global Forest Coalition,

Indigenous Peoples Movement for Self Determination and Liberation,

Iterei Refúgio Particular de Animais Nativos (Brazil), 

JA! Justiça Ambiental / Friends of the Earth Mozambique,

Movimento Mulheres pela P@Z! (Brazil),

Observatori del Deute en la Globalització  (Catalunya),

OILWATCH America Latina,

Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement (Philippines),

Plataforma Interamericana de Derechos Humanos, Democracia y Desarrollo - PIDHDD (Ecuador),

re:Common (Italy),

Taller Ecologista (Argentina), 

Terrae (Brazil),

Timberwatch (South Africa),

Transnational Institute - TNI,

Vrede VZW (Belgium),

Woodland League (Ireland),
World Rainforest Movement
