CENTRAL COMMITTEE
KACHIN INDEPENDENCE ORGANIZATION

Letter No. 33/ M-2/CC /2019
Date : 2019,
February (tS7).
Open letter to,

Jeremy Douglas
Regional Representative
Southeast Asia and the Pacific

Telephone : (+ 66-2) 288 2100
Fax : + 66 2281 2129
Email : jeremy.douglas@un.org

Subject : Statement of objection to unfounded aspersion against KIAin UNODC's
Myanmar Opium Survey 2018

Dear Mr. Jeremy Douglas,

On January 11, 2019, the UNODC published their “Myanmar Opium Survey 2018.”The report
stated that there was an overall drop in opium cultivation in Myanmar, including a 13%reduction
in Kachin State. It linked ongoing opium production with conflict, and alleged that: “in Kachin
State, the highest density of poppy cultivation took place in areas under the control or influence
of the Kachin Independence Army (KIA):”

We categorically reject this aspersion, and wish to point out that even UNODC’s own maps in
the report do not support this claim.

Map 1 on page 6 of the report “Cultivation density map (2013-2018)with reported conflicts in
Myanmar, June 2017-May 2018” shows the highest opium density areas in Kachin State as being
in Tanai and Sadung, east of Myitkyina.

However, Map 2 on page 7 of the report, “Armed groups in Myanmar, 2017-2018 opium
growing season,” shows the areas of operation of the KIA and the Myanmar government’s
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Border Guard Force (BGF) in Kachin State. It can be clearly seen that the very high opium
density area in Sadung (identified in Map 1), lies in the government-controlled BGF area, and
not in the KIA area.

We also wish to point out that the very high opium density are as marked in Tanai in Map 1 are
actually located close to the Myanmar military and government militia camps in and around the
town of Tanai, where the Myanmar Army Regional Operations Command is located. By failing
to mark the Myanmar military presence in the “armed groups” map (Map 2), a distorted picture
of the link between conflict and opium is being conveyed.

The Kachin Independence Organization is well aware of the danger of narcotic drugs to our
people, and Our Drug Eradication Committee, formedin1993, has been actively involved in
carrying out opium eradication, punishing dealers, and conducting rehabilitation programs for
users in areas under our control.

We therefore take great exception to UNODC’s unsubstantiated aspersions against us, and
wonder at the motives of the UNODC in doing this. We can only assume that it was at the behest
of the co-authors of the report, the Myanmar government’s Central Committee for Drug Abuse
Control.

Miwa Kato, the UNODC Director of Operations, stated in the press release to the Myanmar
Opium Survey 2018 that “...we will be scaling up our participation in UN efforts that support a
sustainable peace.” Frankly, siding with the Myanmar government to cast unsubstantiated
aspersions against the KIA will only hinder, not support, peace-seeking efforts.

We therefore urge UNODC to correct the misinformation regarding KIA in the Myanmar Opium
Survey 2018, and to publicly acknowledge their error.

Your Sincerely,

H;\l%b)—s‘%
W
Kumhtat Htingnan

General Secretary
Kachin Independence Organization
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De,
Jeremy Douglas
Regional Representative
Southeast Asia and the Pacific

GINLAM;- UNODC a Myanmar Opium Survey 2018 hta KIA hpe mara shagun
mying jahpoi da ai hpe KIO ninghkap ai lam.

2019 ning, January 11 ya shani, UNODC gaw shanhte a “Myanmar Opium Survey
2018” sumtang laika hpe shabra dat ai hpe mu lu ai. Dai sumtang hta ntsa lam yu yang
Myengmung ting kani hkai ai shadawn shadang yawm hkrat wa ai, Jinghpaw Mung hta
nan 13% yawm wa ai nga tang madun da ai. Dai kaw madi madun da ai hta matut nna
ka-ni hkai shapraw taw nga ai gaw majan byin gasat gala hte matut hkridun nga ai lam:
“Jinghpaw Mung kaw ka-ni hkai shadang law dik ai gaw KIA uphkang ai ginra ni hta
rai nga ai” nga ka da ai.

KIO gaw ndai zawn mara shagun ai lam hpe, ja ja ninghkap ga ai. UNODC ni madun da
ai lamu ga sumla map ni nan dai sumtang hte n htan shai nga ai lam hpe mung madi
madun mayu ai.

Laika man 6 kaw na Map 1 “Kani hkai shadang madun ai sumla (2013-2018) hte June
2017-May 2018 lapran na Myenmung kata majan nhpan byin ai lam” ngu ai hta
Jinghpaw mung kata ka-ni hkai shadang law dik ai ginra ni gaw Danai hte Myitkyina
sinpraw maga na Sadung ginra re nga madun da ai.

Maga mi hta, laika man 7 kaw na Map 2 “2017-2018 ka-ni hkai ladaw na Myen mung
kata laknak lang hpung ni a nga shara” ngu ai hta, Jinghpaw mung kata KIA hte Myen
mung asuya hpyen dap, BGF ni a ginra ni hpe garan ginhka madun da ai. Ndai sumla
kaw ka-ni hkai shadang law dik ai Sadung ginra ngu ai gaw, KIA ni uphkang ai ginra n
re ai sha, Myen asuya hpyen dap, BGF ni uphkang ai ginra kata kaw re hpe asan sha
mu lu ai.

Bai nna, Map 1 kaw madun da ai ka-ni hkai shadang law dik rai nga ai Danai ginra gaw
teng sha nga yang, Myen hpyendap Regional Operation Command (ROC) ni nan dung
nga ai Danai mare grupyin, Myen hpyendap ni hte asuya a Pyitutsit (militia) dabang ni
hte grai ni kahtep ai shara ni she re. “Laknak lang wuhpung wuhpawng” map (Map 2)
hta Myen hpyendap a nga shara ni hpe n madi madun da ai majaw majan byin ai hte
ka-ni hkai ai lam a lapran na mahkri shawn hkridun nga ai lam hpe madi madun ai hta
magaw manai kau ai lam sha rai nga ai ngu mu lu ai.

KIO hku nna, amyu sha ni a matu ka-ni gaw hkrit tsang hpa hpyen madung langai re
hpe dum chye ga ai hte, 1993 ning kaw nna Nanghpam Pat Jasan Komiti hpaw
nhtawm, tinang dephkap uphkang lu ai ginra kata hta ka-ni yi hkyen jasan ai, dut mari ai
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ni hpe sharin shaga ai, hte lu sha ai ni hpe dawn jasan ai bungli ni laja lana n-gun dat
galaw taw nga ai re.

Dai majaw KIO gaw UNODC a ngangkang ai sakse n-nga ai sha anhte hpe n jaw n-ang
ai hku mara shagun tsun jahpoi ai lam hpe ja ja ninghkap ga ai. UNODC ni hku nna ndai
zawn galaw ai lam a shingdu na myit jasat hpe mung mau nga ga ai. KIO gaw, UNODC
hte bungli ginrun galaw nga ai Myen asuya a Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control
a myit ra ai hpe hkan ya ra ai majaw rai na re ngu myit la lu ai.

UNODC a Director of Operations rai nga ai Miwa Kato gaw, Myanmar Opium Survey
2018 hpe shiga dap ni hte shachyen ya ai lamang hta “........ anhte gaw UN hku nna
madi shadaw shakut taw ai ngang grin ai simsa lam byin wa lu na lam hpe shanglawm
madi shadaw na re” nga tsun ai.

Asan sha tsun ga nga yang, KIO hpe ngangkang ai sakse n-nga ai sha mara shagun
tsun jahpoi let Myen asuya maga tsap lawm ai lam gaw simsa lam tam ai bungli hpe,
madi shadaw ai lam n-re ai sha, dingbai dingna jaw ai lam sha tai nga ai.

Dai majaw, KIO gaw UNODC hku nna Myanmar Opium Survey 2018 hta lawm taw ai
KIA hte seng ai n-jaw n-teng ai lawnglam ni hpe sharai kau nhtawm, dai zawn shut shai
mat ai lam shawa man hta ndau shana ya na matu shadut dat ga ai.

Ninggawn Amu Madu

Wunpawng Mungdan Shanglawt Hpung
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Jeremy Douglas
Regional Representative
Southeast Asia and the Pacific
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Map 1: Cultivation density map (2013-2018) with reported conflicts in Myanmar, June
2017- May 2018
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Map 2: Armed groups in Myanmar, 2017-2018 opium poppy growing season
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