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Endnotes

1. Ei Ei Toe Lwin, “Not without wrinkles, peace conference
lauded for taking landmark ‘“first steps’”, Myanmar Times, 5
September 2016.

2. Saw Yan Naing, “Myanmar Contributes to Increasing

Global Displacement”, The Irrawaddy, 20 June 2017. The UN
High Commissioner for Refugees recorded 490,000 refugees
and 375,000 internally displaced persons at the end of 2016,
predominantly in Bangladesh and Thailand, the Rakhine, Kachin
and Shan States, and southeast Myanmar. But this does not
include many undocumented civilians fleeing conflict or moving
abroad, with estimates of between two and three million migrants
in Thailand alone. The number of refugees in Bangladesh is
currently increasing, with estimates of over 300,000 new arrivals
during the past few weeks.

3. Thant Myint-U, “Myanmar, an unfinished nation”, Nikkei
Asian Review, 17 June 2017; see also, Matthew Walton,
“Myanmar’s Myths of Ethnic Unity”, The Irrawaddy, 17 July
2017.

4. U Nu from the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League and
a pre-war prime minister U Saw also gave speeches, while a
message from the British Governor was read out.

5. See, Walton, “Myanmar’s Myths”; Matthew Walton “Ethnicity,
Conflict, and History in Burma: The Myths of Panglong”, Asian
Survey, November/December 2008, 48:6, pp.889-910.

6. Four Karen observers attended but took no part in the
proceedings. For background, see e.g., Martin Smith, Burma:
Insurgency and the Politics of Ethnicity (London, Zed Books,
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