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Commissioner for Refugees. Available at: http://www.ohchr.org/
Documents/Publications/pinheiro_principles.pdf. Downloaded on
10 May 2017.

3. See e.g., Scott Leckie and Ezekiel Simperingham (eds.),
“Housing Land and Property Rights in Burma; The Current Legal
Framework”, Displacement Solutions, HLP Institute, 2009; “An
Introductory Guide to Understanding and Claiming Housing,
Land and Property Rights in Myanmar: Questions and Answers”,
Displacement Solutions and Norwegian Refugee Council, March
2017; and “Durable Solutions, Preliminary Operational Guide”,
UNDP and UNHCR Global Cluster for Early Recovery, (Technical
Working Group on Durable Solutions) with the Global Protection
Cluster, January 2016.

4. These workshops focused on land issues in relation to
displacement due to armed conflict specifically. The first two
workshops held in Yangon were co-organised by The Border
Consortium and the Transnational Institute in 2016. An additional
workshop co-organised by TNI and the Joint Strategy Team (JST)
was held in Myitkyina.

5. Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, 2016,
“Myanmar”: http://www.internal-displacement.org/database/
country/?iso3=MMR.

6. TBC, “Refugee and IDP Camp Populations”, Bangkok, April 2016.

7. TBC, “Protection and Security Concerns in South East Burma/
Myanmar”, Bangkok, November 2014.

8. Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, 2016, “Myanmar”,
http://www.internal-displacement.org/south-and-south-east-
asia/myanmar

9. UNOCHA, “Myanmar: IDP sites in Kachin and northern Shan
states”, November 2016, and UNOCHA, “Myanmar: IDP sites in
Rakhine State”, September 2016.

10. Ann Wang, “Kokang Refugees in China: Having fled from
the ethnic conflict in Myanmar, the refugees face an uncertain
future”, The Diplomat, 4 April 2016.

11. UNOCHA, “Myanmar: New Displacement in Northern Shan
State”, 31 May 2016.

12. Radio Free Asia, “20,000 Refugees Flee Myanmar’s Kokang
Conflict Across The Border Into China”, 8 March 2017.

13. See, http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2017/03/10/
almost-140000-displaced-myanmar, accessed on 13 April 2017.

14. ‘Taungya’ means ‘upland cultivation’ but is often translated
into English as ‘shifting cultivation’. The Myanmar government
also uses the term ‘permanent taungya’.

15. See TNI, “The Meaning of Land in Myanmar”, Amsterdam,
January 2016.

16. The Tatmadaw’s infamous ‘Four Cuts’ (Pya Lay Pay) campaign
was first launched against the Communist Party of Burma (CPB)
and the Karen National Union (KNU) in the Irrawaddy Delta and
the Pegu Yoma highlands in the 1970s. It sought to turn so-called
‘black areas’ controlled by ethnic armed opposition groups into
‘brown areas’, still under opposition control but with a degree

of Tatmadaw authority, and thereafter into ‘white areas’ under
control of the central government. Achieving this involved cutting
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the purported four crucial links between ethnic armed groups and
the civilian population: food, finance, intelligence and recruits.
Villagers in ‘black’ and ‘brown’ areas had to leave their places of
origin, often at very short notice, and move to resettlement areas
near government-controlled towns or military encampments,

or risk getting caught in ‘free-fire zones’. See e.g., Martin Smith,
Burma: Insurgency and the Politics of Ethnicity (Zed Books,
London, 1991), pp.258-62 and passim.

17. See, Martin Smith, State of Strife: The Dynamics of Ethnic
Conflict in Burma (East West Center, Washington, 2007).

18. See, John Buchanan, “Militias in Myanmar”, The Asia
Foundation, July 2016.

19. The Border Consortium, “Brief History”, http://www.
theborderconsortium.org/about-us/history/

20. Ashley South, Mon Nationalism and Civil War in Burma; The
Golden Sheldrake (Routledge, London 2003), pp.232-44.
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State”, Press Release, 15 April 1998, Al Index: ASA 16/07/98.

22. See e.g., TNI and Burma Center Netherlands, “Developing
Disparity; Regional Investment in Burma’s Borderlands”,
Amsterdam, February 2013.

23. See, Land in Our Hands, “Destroying People’s Lives: The
Impact of Land Grabbing on Communities in Myanmar”,
December 2015; and TNI, “Developing Disparity”.

24. TNI, “Access Denied: Land Rights and Ethnic Conflict in
Burma”, Burma Policy Briefing No.11, 8 May 2013.

25. Karen Human Rights Group, “Losing Ground: Land Conflicts
and Collective Action in Eastern Myanmar”, 5 March 2013.

26. TNI, “The Kachin Crisis: Peace Must Prevail”, Burma Policy
Briefing No.10, March 2013.

27. bid.

28. See e.g., TNI, “Military Confrontation or Political Dialogue:
Consequences of the Kokang Crisis for Peace and Democracy in
Myanmar”, Myanmar Policy Briefing No.15, July 2015.

29. See e.g., Anthony Davis, “Myanmar’s army struggles against a
strong new rebel alliance”, Nikkei Asian Review, 6 April 2017.

30. The Joint Strategy Team consists of Bridging Rural Integrated
Development and Grassroots Empowerment, Kachin Baptist
Convention, Kachin Development Group, Kachin Relief and
Development Committee, Kachin Women Association, Karuna
Mission Social Solidarity, Metta Development Foundation, Nyein
(Shalom) Foundation, and Wunpawng Ninghtoi. JST, “Protection
and Humanitarian Needs Assessment Recent Conflict-Affected
Areas in Kachin State”, April 2017.

31. The exact number of people that were relocated by the
UWSA remains unknown, but estimates by UWSA leaders vary
from 50,000 to 100,000 people. According to the Lahu National
Development Organisation (LNDO), some 4,000 Lahu, Akha

and Shan villagers fled to Thailand and another 4,500 were
displaced to other parts of Shan State as a result of the UWSA
relocation programme. LNDO, “Unsettling Moves: The Wa Forced
Resettlement Program in Eastern Shan State”, Chiang Mai, 2002;
and Tom Kramer, The United Wa State Party: Narco-Army of
Ethnic Nationalist Party (East-West Center, Washington, 2007),
pp.41-3.

32. Maung Zaw, “Shan IDPs fear wider communal conflict”,
Myanmar Times, 16 February 2016; Thu Thu Aung, “Hundreds
flee renewed fighting between Shan, Ta’ang ethnic armed
groups”, Myanmar Times, 21 December 2016.

33. See e.g., International Crisis Group (ICG), “The Dark Side of
Transition: Violence Against Muslims in Myanmar”, Asia Report
No.251, 2013; ICG, “Myanmar: The Politics of Rakhine State”, Asia
Report No.261, 2014; ICG, “Myanmar’s Electoral Landscape”, Asia
Report No.266, 2015.

34. ICG, “Myanmar: A New Muslim Insurgency in Rakhine
State”, Asia Report No.283, 2016; see also, http://www.sbs.
com.au/news/article/2017/03/10/almost-140000-displaced-
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myanmar, accessed on 13 April 2017; “Foreign Officials ‘Deeply
Troubled’ by Findings of UN Report”, Reuters, 6 February 2017;
“More than 1,000 feared killed in Myanmar army crackdown on
Rohingya - U.N. officials”, Reuters, 6 February 2017.

35. See e.g., Thu Thu Aung, “Chin State civilians flee Arakan
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"Homecoming proves difficult for displaced Kyaukse Hill families”,
Narinjara, 3 May 2017. Arakan Army troops have also trained and
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interests only”, New Light of Myanmar, 17 November 2012.
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37. Laignee Barron, “What’s Next for Myanmar’s Rakhine State?”,
The Diplomat, 9 March 2017; see also notes 33 and 34.

38. There is a close relationship historically between armed
conflict and business — with the arrow going both ways. Armed
conflict has cleared the way for new business arrangements (e.g.,
the Border Areas Development Programme of the SLORC-SPDC
government initiated in the early 1990s), while new business
investments have also invited armed conflict (e.g., Hat Gyi dam
in Karen State). Situations of ‘neither war nor peace’ enable
opportunistic actors to take advantage of the huge grey area
between full-blown peace and full-on war to obtain protection
and other benefits, bringing their own sets of problems with
the potential to trigger new forms of displacement. See e.g.,
Tom Kramer, “Neither War nor Peace, The Future the Ceasefire
Agreements in Burma”, TNI, Amsterdam, July 2009.

39. TNI, “Myanmar’s Next Great Transformation: Enclosing the
oceans and our aquatic resources”, Amsterdam, March 2017.

40. Saw Yan Naing, “Refugees Asked To Visit Repatriation Center
For Interviews”, The Irrawaddy, 15 May 2017.

41. Lawi Weng, “Yuzana Reps and Farmers Clash in Kachin State”,
The Irrawaddy, 19 May 2017; Land in Our Hands, “Destroying
People’s Lives”, p.32.

42. Khin Oo Tha, “Farmers Fight ‘Official Ownership’ Application
of Confiscated Lands Near Inle Lake”, The Irrawaddy, 17 May
2017.

43. “Maday Island residents demand China fund area
development projects”, Narinjara, 14 May 2017; “Rakhine
residents to launch a motorboat protest against China’s oil
tankers”, Narinjara, 20 May 2017.

44. Zarni Mann, “Four Dead and Several Injured in Clash at
Sagaing Jade Mine”, The Irrawaddy, 17 May 2017.

45. “Screening Cancelled of Film Showing Army’s Role in Jade
Trade”, The Irrawaddy, 17 May 2017. For the Global Witness
documentary, “Jade and the Generals”, see: https://www.
globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/myanmar/jade-and-generals/

46. Jesse Ribot, “Cause and response: vulnerability and climate
in the Anthropocene”, Journal of Peasant Studies, Vol.41, No.5,
November 2014, pp.667-705.

47. Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and
Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human
Rights and Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law.
Available at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/
Pages/RemedyAndReparation.aspx

48. There is always a risk tied to the dual fact that some people do
not want to or cannot return, while others may be willing to give
up or are unable to resist giving up their claims in exchange for
cash compensation. The dilemma is that no one should be forced
to return or to take cash compensation. Yet, at the same time, it
must be recognised that monetizing restitution can easily come
to compensate displacement. This can end up legitimising earlier
waves of displacement where armed conflict runs in parallel
with and accompanies land grabbing, which essentially means
maintaining the status quo. People end up having to stay in and
around the camps or go somewhere else, while there are others
having similar problems and are likewise stuck with nowhere to
go. The danger is that both of these scenarios can inadvertently
open up opportunities for elites and other unscrupulous actors
to exploit by grabbing land and control not just of the land and
related natural resources but the very life and future direction of
the landscape and territory and everyone in it.
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49. For the concept of ‘surplus people’, see, T. M. Li, “To Make
Live or Let Die? Rural Dispossession and the Protection of Surplus
Populations”, Antipode, 41, 2010, pp.66—93.
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2015.
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Forests in the Context of National Food Security”, Rome, 2012.
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orientation, among others see, Third World Quarterly special
issue entitled “Market-Led Agrarian Reform: Trajectories and
Contestations”, Vol.28, No.8, 2007. In addition to cross-cutting
articles about land policy from various perspectives (political
economy, gender, property rights), there are case studies from
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South Africa and Egypt).
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57. B. Garoz & S. Gauster, FONTIERRAS: El Modelo De Mercado
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67. “Latifundio” is the Latin term used mainly in Spain and
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M. Edelman, The Logic of the Latifundio: The Large Estates of
Northwestern Costa Rica since the Late Nineteenth Century
(Stanford University Press, 1992), p.1.
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