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Aguirre.

| find the word “socialist” to describe the pre-1988
political and economic regime problematic. However,
owing to its widespread use, | will use it, sometimes
with quotation marks or the prefix “so-called.” A
more accurate description of the pre-2011 system

of rule is “military oligarchy,” which | borrow from
Paul Chambers and Napisa Waitoolkiat, Khaki Capital:
The Political Economy of the Military in Southeast

Asia (Copenhagen: NIAS Press, 2017), p. 30. This
system “includes regimes where an institutionalized
military rules as well as those where a military
strongperson is in charge. The category tends to
develop in countries where, at independence, military
development was far ahead of that of other political
institutions. Sometimes, military leaders govern
through political parties, but generally such parties
are simple smokescreens behind which the military
is fully in charge. Examples of this variant include
Burma/Myanmar (1962-88; 1988-2011); Cambodia
(1970-75); Indonesia (1965-98); and Thailand (1958-
68); 2014-present.).”

Food and Agricultural Organization(FAO), Myanmar
at a Glance, http://www.fao.org/myanmar/fao-in-
myanmar/myanmar/en/. Accessed Jan 17, 2018.

saq?sogﬁoomﬁeqptﬁ

18.

20.

21.

25.

There are varying statistics given for different
dimensions of Myanmar's economy. Recent
government statistics appear to have significantly
played down agriculture’s role in the economy.
Comparing the statistics offered by various sources,
the FAO figures appear, in our view, to be closest to
reality.

As noted in the introduction, we do not use the
word “socialist” here for the pre-1988 system of
government in Myanmar to denote what is commonly
meant by a socialist system of production. We

are simply adopting a term that is usually used to
describe the pre-1988 Essentially, however, that
regime was a “military oligarchy,” a category we
borrow from Paul Chambers and Napisa Waitoolkiat,
Khaki Capital: The Political Economy of the Military

in Southeast Asia (Copenhagen: NIAS Press, 2017),

p. 30. This system “includes regimes where an
institutionalized military rules as well as those

where a military strongperson is in charge. The
category tends to develop in countries where, at
independence, military development was far ahead
of that of other political institutions. Sometimes,
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