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TNI envisions a world of peace, equity and 
democracy on a sustainable planet brought 

about and sustained by an informed  
and engaged people.

VISION



Dubbed the ‘year of protest’, 2019 saw millions of people take to the streets on 
every continent.

There was plenty to protest. Deepening inequality, rising cost of living, autocratic 
governments, discrimination, and the concentration of wealth and power into 
fewer and fewer hands. Many protests were met with brutal repression, but this 
did not quell the fight for dignity and freedom.  

TNI stood alongside and in support of these movements, as we have consistently 
done for all 46 years of our existence. We have provided research and logistical 
support and put forward proposals that can bring about social and ecological 
transformation.

One front of that struggle is at a global level, challenging the architecture that 
locks in the policies and practices against which people are revolting. 2019 saw 
some tangible progress as negotiations finally got underway for the Treaty on 
Transnational Corporations and Other Business Entities at the UN’s Human Rights 
Council. If successful, this would for the first time corporations would be held 
legally accountable at international level for human rights abuses.  Meanwhile, 
the Investor-State Dispute Settlement system, a key mechanism corporations use 
to avoid regulation, also faced increasing challenges to its legitimacy. In part as a 
result of public pressure, delegates from 100 countries began meeting to discuss 
reforms, although more mobilization will be needed to ensure they are not just 
cosmetic. These campaigns go to the core of the global power of corporations, and 
are driven by a powerful and intersectional movement demanding these shadow 
sovereigns, as TNI’s President Susan George characterized them, be dethroned. 
TNI has been at the heart of this movement from its inception. 

TNI is also engaged in many struggles that are part of everyday life. This includes 
supporting movements for universal public services. Our detailed mapping and 
research of innovative public alternatives –  that thrive despite immense pressure 
to privatize - has shown  that universal public service provision is not only feasible 
and viable but imperative for the healthy functioning of societies and economies. 

And further, especially given the COVD-19 context, there is a groundswell of 
popular support to win back public services. In a heartwarming letter of thanks 
following the international The Future is Public conference co-hosted by TNI in 
Amsterdam in December, one delegate expressed gratitude for TNI’s work in 
providing an, “international space that allows movements and organizations of 
different kinds to think together … to create a transversal network… (which requires) an 
environment of trust and care… and that is what we all could feel in the atmosphere of 
all the meetings and workshops”. TNI may be best known by many for its knowledge 
production but within social movements, it is also this caring, facilitative capacity 
to nurture transversal networks for which we are appreciated. 

In June, we took the opportunity to assess the political climate at an international 
strategy seminar amidst an unfolding second wave of uprisings in North Africa, 
extended protests in Chile, the sustained climate strikes, and many more revolts 
around the world. We examined the shifting state of global power – in particular, 
the globalization of Chinese corporations through investments in mega-
infrastructure around the world; the rise of data-driven capitalism; challenges to 
multilateralism; and ensuing geopolitical contestations. TNI subsequently co-
produced a framework document for movements in Asia and Europe grappling 
with questions concerning China’s Belt and Road Initiative, and is making a 
concerted effort to involve activist-scholars from and/or working on China. We 
established a new partnership with IT for Change, an India-based research and 
advocacy institute working on data rights, digital divides and digital governance, 
and employed a coordinator for our growing work in North Africa. The strategic 
discussions also provided initial input for the development of a new five-year 
strategic plan for TNI. 

Our Fellows and Associates did us proud as always as you can read later in this 
report. They play a pivotal role within particular transnational movements, are 
public intellectuals that command much respect among TNI constituencies, and 
play an important ambassadorial role for TNI too. One, Jun Borras, earned much 
deserved recognition in being awarded a prestigious grant for top scientists from 
the European Research Council. 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR



On a more sombre note, Thura Myint Lwin, a much loved and valued member of 
our Myanmar team, passed away after a long illness. We posthumously published 
his last paper on methamphetamine use in Myanmar, which resulted in a recent 
article in The Economist.

On the financial front, we more or less broke even in 2019. Fundraising continued 
to be a major priority, given the risk that a five-year grant representing half 
our budget might not be renewed from 2021.  We reached out to sympathetic 
private foundations, with some success, and made a concerted effort to build 
an independent donor base, doubling our income from that source compared 
to the previous year. We have also built a continuity reserve that will buy TNI a 
little time should we face a major reduction in funding. Fortunately, we heard in 
March 2020 that one of our alliances would receive another five-year grant which 
provides some welcome longer-term security. More work does need to be done, 
however, to ensure we can sustain the breadth of our programme while rising 
to the challenge of a rapidly changing world now spurred by the unprecedented 
pandemic currently engulfing us all.

Grateful thanks go to all our funders and donors, Fellows and Associates, staff and 
research associates, allies and partners and, of course, of Supervisory Board for 
their ongoing support and contributions to TNI’s efforts to put progressive and 
transformative ideas into movement.

Fiona Dove 
Executive Director
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TNI’s mission is to strengthen international social 
movements with rigorous research, reliable information, 
sound analysis and constructive proposals that advance 

progressive, democratic policy change and common 
solutions to global problems. In so doing, TNI acts as 
a unique nexus between social movements, engaged 

scholars and policy makers.

OUR MISSION
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STRATEGIES
Construct a broadly-shared understanding 
of what blocks realization of an 
emancipatory vision of the world and of 
viable ways towards achieving that vision, 
especially from the perspective of people 
in the Global South.

EMPOWERMENT
Achieve the realization of potentials 
by citizens everywhere, but especially 
those suffering exclusion and poverty, to 
organize around, articulate and amplify 
their concerns and proposals.

TRANSFORMATION
Advocate for the transformation of norms, 
policies and practice of key public and 
private institutions, especially those with 
transnational influence, towards greater 
transparency, accountability, engagement 
with and responsiveness to citizens in 
democratic, equitable and inclusive ways.

TNI’s overarching goals for 2016-2020, consistent with our 
emancipatory vision for society, remain:

In support of these long-term goals, which also indicate the type of work TNI does, an ambitious five-year programme was 
developed. By the end of 2019, as TNI enters the final year of the programme, impressive cumulative progress towards 
achievement of outcomes and goals have been documented. Below are brief summaries in this regard for 2019, and some 
elaboration of indications that the programme is on track to achieve its goals by the end of 2020. 

Meanwhile in June 2019, TNI convened an international strategic seminar as a first step towards developing a new five-
year strategic plan 2021-2026. The seminar involved 60 people including staff, fellows, board members, some key partner 
organizations and a number of knowledgeable resource people. Priority issues discussed included environmental breakdown; 
the emergence of data capitalism; and the rise of China.

OVERARCHING GOALS
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TNI co-organised
125 

events, workshops 
and seminars in 

21 countries
attended by

7,721 people

18,120 people
people heard TNI’s 

ideas at
264

events, workshops 
and seminars

ACADEMIC CITATIONS
TNI Fellows and staff 

were cited
3,397 times

in academic publications, 
an increase of 12%

DIALOGUE WITH  
POLICY MAKERS

TNI was in dialogue  
with policy makers from

35 countries
and

15 international 
organisations

NEWSLETTER
Subscriptions to  

TNI’s e-newsletter 
increased by 6% to 

22,852 people

RESEARCH OUTPUT 
TNI launched 

169 publications
in 10 languages

MEDIA 
TNI’s ideas were mentioned in 
271 media stories 

reaching a conservatively 
estimated audience of  

18 million 
including in: BBC, El Pais, NOS, The Guardian, El Mundo, 
The Economist, Forbes, de Volkskrant, Trouw, VICE, AFP,  
The New York Times, Al Jazeera, The Nation (Pakistan)  

and The Inquirer (Philippines)

TNI’S WEBPAGES
TNI’s web pages were 

viewed more than
1.25 million times 
an annual increase of 10%

SOCIAL MEDIA
TNI’s ideas reached

1.71 million people
on Twitter, an annual 

increase of 15%

TNI’S 2019 IN NUMBERS

EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS
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For more than 40 Years, TNI has served as an 
activist think tank with, and for, progressive 
social movements across the globe. TNI takes 
as its vantage point the perspective of the 
Global South, by which we mean the poor, 
exploited, marginalised and oppressed of the 
world. Our scope is geographically global and 
scientifically social with an emphasis on multi-
disciplinarity. Our focus primarily concerns 
global public policy matters.

HOW WE WORK

TNI collaborated with

384 organisations  
in 60 countries,

37 regional networks and  
20 global networks. 

“My experience of working with TNI has been very positive. TNI provides a high level of technical 
expertise and is always willing to work collaboratively and share the expertise. PSI particularly 
appreciates the way TNI is able to take complex issues and make them understandable for workers 
and their union representatives. We also appreciate the way TNI has a worker and development 
focus that looks at the causes of global problems and not just the effects. Our partnership with TNI is 
valuable because TNI’s values, its focus on making a real difference and the professionalism of its staff 
make collaboration easy.”

Daniel Bertossa
Assistant General Secretary of Public Services International (PSI), representing 30 million members in 170 countries











https://www.stopcorporateimpunity.org/call-to-international-action/
https://bindingtreaty.org/
https://www.treatymovement.com/
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/43/55
https://stopisds.org/
https://bindingtreaty.org/signatories/
https://bindingtreaty.org/signatories/
https://bindingtreaty.org/mercosur-parliament-parlasur-statement-in-support-to-the-process-of-the-un-binding-treaty-on-transnational-corporations-other-business-enterprises-and-human-rights-towards-the-5th-oeigwg-session-i/
https://www.notisistema.com/noticias/cancelan-termoelectrica-en-juanacatlan/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/MultistakeholderismActionGroup/CorporateCaptureOfGlobalGovernanceTheWorldEconomicForumWEFUNPartnershipAgreementIsADangerousThreatToUN




https://discovery.dundee.ac.uk/en/activities/international-investments-in-latin-america-network-iila-net-works
https://stopisds.org/alliance/
https://seguimosenlucha.org/index.php/inicio/quienes-somos/
https://aepf.info
https://aepf.info
https://publicservices.international/resources/news/civil-society-letter-to-uncitral-on-isds-reforms?id=6559&lang=en
https://publicservices.international/resources/news/stop-isds-in-africa?id=10391&lang=en
http://www.unis.unvienna.org/unis/en/pressrels/2019/unisl274.html
https://stopisds.org/
https://www.rtlnieuws.nl/economie/artikel/4885751/malmstrom-ceta-pvda-handel-mercosur-brexit-ratificatie
https://theconversation.com/suddenly-the-worlds-biggest-trade-agreement-wont-allow-corporations-to-sue-governments-123582
https://isds.bilaterals.org/?south-korean-prime-minister
file:///C:\Users\admin\AppData\Roaming\Microsoft\Word\•%09https:\www.senado.gov.ar\parlamentario\comisiones\verExp\4590.18\S\PL




https://longreads.tni.org/a-living-countryside/
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/landgrabbing-contested-meanings-of-land
https://www.tni.org/en/ExtractivismNorthAfrica
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/4pagebluefix_english_web.pdf
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/4pagebluefix_english_web.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4356en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i4356en.pdf
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/marine-spatial-planning
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/marine-spatial-planning
https://www.foodsovereignty.org/working_groups/fisheries/
https://www.foodsovereignty.org/working_groups/fisheries/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Via_Campesina
https://www.tni.org/files/publication-downloads/02_energy_transition.pdf
https://www.iss.nl/en/research/research-networks/emancipatory-rural-politics-initiative
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/fjps20/47/3?nav=tocList


https://www.tni.org/en/justtransition
https://www.karibu.no/news/2019/10/whose-ocean-statement-from-the-ocean-peoples-conference/
https://siyada.org/en/about-us/
http://www.federatieagroecologischeboeren.nl/
http://www.federatieagroecologischeboeren.nl/




https://www.tni.org/en/publicfinance
https://municipalpower.org/
https://futureispublic.org/
https://futureispublic.org/


https://transformativecities.org/
https://transformativecities.org/atlas-of-utopias/




https://www.tni.org/en/topic/informal-drug-policy-dialogues
https://www.tni.org/en/topic/informal-drug-policy-dialogues
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/the-whos-first-ever-critical-review-of-cannabis
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/fairer-trade-cannabis
https://www.tni.org/en/article/cannabis-regulation-in-europe
http://www.druglawreform.info/en/item/9658-smokable-cocaine-markets-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean
http://www.druglawreform.info/en/item/9658-smokable-cocaine-markets-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean
https://www.tni.org/en/article/growers-voices-at-the-commission-on-narcotic-drugs
https://www.tni.org/en/article/film-opium-farmer
https://www.tni.org/en/article/a-distortion-of-reality-drugs-conflict-and-the-unodcs-2018-myanmar-opium-survey


https://www.tni.org/en/publication/the-10th-asian-informal-drug-policy-dialogue
https://www.tni.org/en/ats-harmreduction




https://www.tni.org/en/businessbuildingwalls
https://www.tni.org/en/morethanawall
https://www.tni.org/en/guarding-the-fortress
https://www.tni.org/en/guarding-the-fortress
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/leaving-the-war-on-terror


https://www.tni.org/en/event/counterrevolutionary-movements
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/the-battle-for-a-new-world
https://www.tni.org/en/businessbuildingwalls
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/leaving-the-war-on-terror
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/12/business/deloitte-ice-contract-uproar.html




https://www.tni.org/en/article/first-they-grabbed-our-land-with-guns-now-they-are-using-the-law.
https://www.tni.org/en/article/film-opium-farmer
https://www.tni.org/en/article/statement-from-the-7th-myanmar-opium-farmers-forum
https://www.tni.org/en/selling-the-silk-road-spirit
https://www.tni.org/en/selling-the-silk-road-spirit


https://www.tni.org/en/publication/arakan-rakhine-state-a-land-in-conflict-on-myanmars-western-frontier
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/arakan-rakhine-state-a-land-in-conflict-on-myanmars-western-frontier






https://www.tni.org/en/page/board?f%5B0%5D=field_profile_role%3A10


https://www.tni.org/en/page/fellows


































https://www.tni.org/en/stateofpower2019
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/leaving-the-war-on-terror
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/the-whos-first-ever-critical-review-of-cannabis
https://www.tni.org/en/GrowingPower
https://www.tni.org/en/article/cannabis-regulation-in-europe
https://www.tni.org/en/morethanawall
https://www.tni.org/en/redcarpetcourts
https://www.tni.org/en/businessbuildingwalls
https://www.tni.org/en/publicfinance
https://www.tni.org/en/selling-the-silk-road-spirit
https://www.tni.org/en/isdsafrica
https://www.tni.org/en/publication/the-belt-and-road-initiative-bri






http://hotindiareport.com/lifestyle/questioning-paradigms-constructing-histories-a-festschrift-for-romila-thapar-review-many-points-of-enquiry/
https://caravanmagazine.in/reportage/does-constitution-keep-promises
https://thewire.in/politics/hindu-rashtra-project-end-goal
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2019/08/jammu-kashmir-narendra-modi-bjp-rss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRXXTbVsPOs
https://www.tni.org/en/bio/achin-vanaik


https://www.tni.org/en/publication/leaving-the-war-on-terror
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/can-europe-make-it/what-kind-security-policy-better-serves-democracy/
https://imaginebelfast.com/media/imagine2019programme.pdf
http://www.ggl.gi/borders-and-bordering-in-the-21st-century/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLxDq1ob15w
http://www.privacysalon.org/events/2019/1/30/megapixels-who-is-in-publicly-available-facial-recognition-datasets
https://global-dialogue.org/programmes/funders-initiative-for-civil-society/
https://global-dialogue.org/programmes/funders-initiative-for-civil-society/
https://www.awo.agency/
https://www.tni.org/en/bio/ben-hayes


https://www.cidob.org/en/content/download/73383/2356000/version/3/file/73-82_DANIEL%20CHAVEZ_ANG.pdf
https://www.clacso.org/actividad/coloquio-internacional-uruguay-y-america-latina-ante-un-nuevo-y-complejo-escenario-mundial-y-ceremonia-de-reconocimiento-publico-al-senador-alberto-couriel/
https://longreads.tni.org/the-uruguayan-left-at-the-crossroads/
https://longreads.tni.org/the-uruguayan-left-at-the-crossroads/
https://www.tni.org/my/node/24317
https://www.tni.org/en/profile/daniel-chavez


https://biowatch.org.za/
http://earthlife.org.za/
http://earthlife.org.za/
https://www.egsa.org.za/
https://beyonddevelopment.net/about-the-global-working-group-beyond-develop
http://bio-economy.org.za/
https://www.tni.org/en/profile/david-fig


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcAV1T2Wwck
https://subverta.org/2019/01/26/entrevista-com-edgardo-lander-direto-da-venezuela/
http://www.heartsonvenezuela.com/edgardo-lander-the-lefts-lack-of-criticism-on-the-venezuelan-crisis/
https://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article48743
https://www.redpepper.org.uk/we-are-confronted-by-the-threat-of-civil-war/
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/All-GC-Events/Calendar/Detail?id=52808
https://www.tni.org/en/venezuelaevent
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/2/22/this_is_not_humanitarian_aid_a
https://roarmag.org/essays/edgardo-lander-venezuela-crisis-conflict/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiD6_y2o4PqAhVH2KQKHeRZB0sQFjACegQIAxAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcalas.lat%2Fes%2Fpublicaciones%2Fafrontar-las-crisis%2Fen-breve-1&usg=AOvVaw2hAQiDGH_mPC_tBgvyAv6P
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiD6_y2o4PqAhVH2KQKHeRZB0sQFjACegQIAxAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcalas.lat%2Fes%2Fpublicaciones%2Fafrontar-las-crisis%2Fen-breve-1&usg=AOvVaw2hAQiDGH_mPC_tBgvyAv6P
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cz6yNxmMh-o
https://www.alasperu2019.pe/2019/03/14/personaje-edgardo-lander/
https://beyonddevelopment.net/about-the-global-working-group-beyond-development/participants/
https://beyonddevelopment.net/about-the-global-working-group-beyond-development/participants/
https://www.tni.org/en/profile/edgardo-lander


https://www.theguardian.com/news/2019/jun/25/the-new-left-economics-how-a-network-of-thinkers-is-transforming-capitalism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PscZ--Ls6R0
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/harland-and-wolff-belfast-occupation-nationalisation-labour-john-mcdonnell-a9071536.html
https://www.lowimpact.org/state-market-hilary-wainwright/
file:///C:\Users\admin\Desktop\Fiona\AR19\Review%20of%20book%20http:\www.garyhawke.org\hilary-wainwright-a-new-politics-from-the-left\
https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/a-new-politics-from-the-left-review-reimagining-the-left/article28293550.ece
https://politybooks.com/?s=wainwright
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_O3vYxH84rM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bt_nFEJ8elk
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/critical/newsandevents/eventsarchive/headline_629137_en.html
https://theworldtransformed.org/festival/2019/programme/labour:-a-party-of-reform-or-transformation
http://longreads.tni.org/in-and-against-the-european-union/
https://www.lwbooks.co.uk/book/corbynism-from-below
https://www.europeforthemany.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/eftm-democracy.pdf
https://socialistproject.ca/2019/01/new-democracy-against-democracy/
https://www.tni.org/en/bio/hilary-wainwright


http://cohd.cau.edu.cn/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/joac.12311
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/joac.12311
https://think.taylorandfrancis.com/journal-of-peasant-studies-summer-writeshop-workshop/?utm_source=CPB&utm_medium=cms&utm_campaign=JOD09182&utm_source=CPB&utm_medium=cms&utm_campaign=JPA12939
http://cohd.cau.edu.cn/en/
https://www.future-agricultures.org/
https://www.future-agricultures.org/
https://www.eur.nl/en/news/jun-borras-awarded-grant-study-land-politics-africa-asia-and-latin-america
https://clarivate.com/news/global-highly-cited-researchers-2019-list-reveals-top-talent-in-the-sciences-and-social-sciences/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837718316715
https://www.tni.org/en/bio/jun-borras


https://ips-dc.org/trumps-embrace-of-netanyahu-will-haunt-the-middle-east-for-years/
https://ips-dc.org/foreign-aid-that-costs-an-arm-and-a-leg-literally/
https://ips-dc.org/escalating-tensions-in-gaza-and-kushners-supposed-deal-of-the-century/
https://ips-dc.org/a-dangerous-precedent-us-recognition-of-israels-annexation-of-the-syrian-golan/
https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2019/03/08/ilhan-omar-anti-semitism-false-accusations-harmful/
https://ips-dc.org/us-killing-fields-way-past-thoughts-and-prayers-are-not-enough/
https://news.hofstra.edu/2019/02/08/war-climate-change/
https://www.thejustice.org/article/2019/02/enacting-social-justice-requires-personal-responsibility
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/events/
https://ips-dc.org/if-america-can-find-716bn-for-the-military-it-can-fund-the-green-new-deal/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkWw1uV69DM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkWw1uV69DM
https://ips-dc.org/a-green-new-deal-needs-to-fight-us-militarism/
https://ips-dc.org/trump-has-stolen-the-anti-war-mantle-heres-how-to-get-it-back/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=804694336614141&ref=watch_permalink
https://ips-dc.org/the-link-between-us-militarism-and-the-climate-crisis/
https://firedrillfridays.com/
https://newenergyeconomy.salsalabs.org/phyllisbennis/index.html
https://ips-dc.org/we-welcome-asylum-seekers-and-defend-their-rights/
https://ips-dc.org/the-alarming-rise-of-civilian-deaths-in-the-war-on-terror/
https://ips-dc.org/if-war-breaks-out-with-iran-it-wont-be-an-accident/
https://ips-dc.org/us-violates-nuclear-non-proliferation-treaty-undermines-credibility-with-iran-north-korea/
https://ips-dc.org/is-the-longest-us-war-finally-ending/
https://ips-dc.org/examining-natos-legacy-after-70-years/
https://www.tni.org/en/profile/phyllis-bennis
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 

 

To: the Supervisory Board of Stichting Transnational Institute based in 

Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

 

A. Report on the audit of the financial statements 2019 included in the 

annual report 

 

 

Our opinion 

We have audited the financial statements 2019 of Stichting Transnational 

Institute based in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

 

In our opinion the accompanying financial statements give a true and fair view of 

the financial position of Stichting Transnational Institute as at 31 December 2019 

and of its result for 2019 in accordance with the Guidelines for annual reporting 

C1 Small not-for-profit organisations of the Dutch Accounting Standards Board. 

 

The financial statements comprise:  

1. the balance sheet as at 31 December 2019; 

2. the statement of income and expenditure for 2019; and  

3. the notes comprising a summary of the accounting policies and other 

explanatory information. 

 

Basis for our opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Dutch law, including the Dutch 

Standards on Auditing. Our responsibilities under those standards are further 

described in the ‘Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements’ 

section of our report.  

 

We are independent of Stichting Transnational Institute in accordance with the 

Verordening inzake de onafhankelijkheid van accountants bij assurance-

opdrachten (ViO, Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants, a regulation with 

respect to independence) and other relevant independence regulations in the 

Netherlands. Furthermore we have complied with the Verordening gedrags- en 

beroepsregels accountants (VGBA, Dutch Code of Ethics). 

 

We believe the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to 

provide a basis for our opinion.  

 

 

B. Report on the other information included in the annual report 

 

In addition to the financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon, the annual 

report contains other information that consists of the supervisory board’s report. 
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Based on the following procedures performed, we conclude that the other information is consistent with the 

financial statements and does not contain material misstatements. 

 

We have read the other information. Based on our knowledge and understanding obtained through our 

audit of the financial statements or otherwise, we have considered whether the other information contains 

material misstatements. 

 

By performing these procedures, we comply with the requirements of the Dutch Standard 720. The scope of 

the procedures performed is substantially less than the scope of those performed in our audit of the 

financial statements. Management is responsible for the preparation of the other information, including the 

supervisory board’s report, in accordance with the Guidelines for annual reporting C1 Small Not-for-profit 

organisations of the Dutch Accounting Standards Board. 

 

 

C. Description of responsibilities regarding the financial statements 

 

Responsibilities of management for the financial statements  

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements, in 

accordance with the Guidelines for annual reporting C1 Small not-for-profit organisations of the  

Dutch Accounting Standards Board. Furthermore, management is responsible for such internal control as 

management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial statements that are free 

from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

 

As part of the preparation of the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the 

foundation’s ability to continue as a going concern. Based on the financial reporting framework mentioned, 

management should prepare the financial statements using the going concern basis of accounting unless 

management either intends to dissolve the foundation or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative 

but to do so. 

 

Management should disclose events and circumstances that may cast significant doubt on the foundation’s 

ability to continue as a going concern in the financial statements. 

 

Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements 

Our objective is to plan and perform the audit assignment in a manner that allows us to obtain sufficient and 

appropriate audit evidence for our opinion. 

 

Our audit has been performed with a high, but not absolute, level of assurance, which means we may not 

detect all material errors and fraud during our audit. 

 

Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, 

they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these 

financial statements. The materiality affects the nature, timing and extent of our audit procedures and the 

evaluation of the effect of identified misstatements on our opinion. 

 

We have exercised professional judgement and have maintained professional scepticism throughout the 

audit, in accordance with Dutch Standards on Auditing, ethical requirements and independence 

requirements.   
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Our audit included e.g.: 

 identifying and assessing the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to 

fraud or error, designing and performing audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtaining audit 

evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a 

material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may 

involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control; 

 obtaining an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures 

that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 

effectiveness of the foundation’s internal control; 

 evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 

estimates and related disclosures made by management; 

 concluding on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting, and 

based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or 

conditions that may cast significant doubt on the foundation’s ability to continue as a going concern. If 

we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report 

to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify 

our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s 

report. However, future events or conditions may cause a foundation to cease to continue as a going 

concern; 

 evaluating the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the 

disclosures; and 

 evaluating whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a 

manner that achieves fair presentation. 

 

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope 

and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant findings in internal control that 

we identify during our audit.  

 

 

Amsterdam, 19 October 2020   Dubois & Co. Registeraccountants 

 

 

 

 

 

   J.J.M. Huijbregts RA 
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